
SDGs Implementation and the Accelerating 
Progress Model (AP Model)

–
a Chance to Achieve 2030 Agenda Goals 

Under COVID-19 Conditions

The 10th International Conference
„Financial Reporting and Auditing: Challenges and Opportunities
Created by the COVID-19 Pandemic”, December 9-10, 2021

PhD Katarzyna Chłapek PhD Sylwia Krajewska PhD Bozena Guziana
Cracow University of Economics       Cracow University of Economics        Mälardalen University



◦ The implementation of 2030 Agenda with respect to social, 
environmental and economic issues is of key significance for the 
future of our planet and requires the current engagement of all the 
inhabitants of the Earth. 

◦ All these aspects play a special role in the context of the COVID-19 
pandemic, hence the need for assessing the SDGs progress with a 
view to adapting activities in this area to the present circumstances. 

◦ The visualization of the number of partnerships related to the 
specific SDGs (See: Fig. 1) points to large discrepancies in the 
number of registered partnerships, depending on the goal.

Only those initiatives which meet the above criteria, following a positive verification by the UN 
Secretariat, can be published on the online platform. Initiatives are encouraged to maintain up-to-date 
information and periodically self-report progress once a year through the online platform, focusing on 
how the initiative has contributed to the achievement of specific goals and targets in the 2030 Agenda. 

Good practices can be adopted and registered on the platform by a wide range of stakeholders 
(Hajer et al., 2015; Killian et al., 2019). The division of good practices by sector is presented in Fig. 3.  
 

 
Fig. 3. SDGs good practices by sector 

Source: authors’ research based on (DSDG, 2020)  
 

A sectoral analysis of initiatives indicates that government initiatives represent the largest group, 
followed by initiatives undertaken by civil society organizations. The entities least engaged in 
undertaking and registering good practices include intergovernmental organizations; also, the group of 
philanthropic organizations has a very low position in this ranking.  
 

The data presented by the UN can be a basis for analysing initiatives by region (Fig. 4). 
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Many undertaken partnerships relate to several or sometimes all SDGs, hence the sum of all 
partnerships in all SDGs is not equal to all good practices, i.e. 5132. 

The visualization of the number of partnerships related to the specific SDGs (See: Fig. 2) points 
to large discrepancies in the number of registered partnerships, depending on the goal. 

 

 
Fig. 2. Undertaken partnerships by SDGs 

Source: authors’ research based on (SDGS)   
 

A detailed analysis leads to the conclusion that the number of initiatives undertaken under Goal 
14 differs considerably from the remaining goals, comprising as many as 1948 registered initiatives. 
For goals 17, 8 and 4 the number of registered initiatives exceeds 1000, and for goal 13 it is close to 
1000 (981 initiatives). Goals 10 and 9 rank lowest in terms of registered initiatives (below 500), and 
16 and 6, for which the number of registered initiatives does not exceed 600 (displayed on an online 
platform). 

The Partnerships for SDGs online platform is a global registry of voluntary commitments and 
multi-stakeholder partnerships made in support of sustainable development and the 17 SGDs. It also 
facilitates the sharing of knowledge and expertise among multi-stakeholder SDG-related partnerships 
and voluntary commitments, and for providing periodic updates on their progress. The Partnership for 
SDGs platform is open to all (Perez-Batres et al., 2011). Everyone can register a voluntary commitment 
or multi-stakeholder partnership which aims to drive the implementation of the 2030 Agenda and the 
17 SDGs and to provide periodic updates on progress. So, stakeholders, including Member States, civil 
society, local authorities, private sector, scientific and technological community, academia, and others, 
can register own good practice there. 

The methodology of criteria of registration is based on a popular idea called SMART deliverables 
- Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Resource-based, and Time-bound. Registered initiatives should 
be: 

• Specific: initiatives should aim for concrete deliverables, contributing to specific goals and 
targets under the 2030 Agenda.  

• Measurable: initiatives should set measurable progress indicators, to facilitate review of 
progress. 

• Achievable: initiatives should set attainable goals and strive to deliver results. 
• Resource-based: registered initiatives should have a secured resource base, rather than merely 

project proposals, 
• Time-bound: initiatives should be time-specific.  
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The analysis presented in the paper points to an 
insufficient level of communicating SDG-related 

actions, particularly at the stage of sharing and 
disclosing good practices. 

Another issue is the lack of adequate and user-
friendly measuring tools, facilitating the 

determination of the progress in the SDGs 
implementation by various stakeholders. 
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The paper aims to present a model for accelerating the SDGs implementation 
(AP model), based on the verification of good practices related to the goals as 
well as an analysis of COVID-19 implications. 

AP 
model

= 0,86G1+0,87G2+0,88G3+0,79G4+0,84G5+0,88G6+0,87G7+
0,78G8+0,91G9+0,92G10+0,88G11+0,84G12+0,81G13+0,6
2G14+0,88G15+0,89G16+0,78G17

The interpretation of the AP model is as follows:
if one initiative was undertaken affecting all the SDGs,
the value in the model of accelerating the SDGs implementation would reach the value of 14.3.



The major advantage of the AP model is its simplicity as a 
measuring tool, which serves to strengthen an entity’s sense of 
contribution to the achievement of 2030 Agenda.

The awareness and knowledge of the impact of specific actions on 
the quality of life of future generations can accelerate the SDGs 
implementation. The conclusions presented in the paper may be 
put into practice by various groups of 2030 Agenda stakeholders, 
as well as stimulate further research at an academic level.
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